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Whether  you're  buying  "blankets  for  your  own  household  or  for  Christmaa  presents 
...you  want  to  get  your  money's  worth.    Here  are  some  pointers  for  a  blanket  wise- 
buy.    They  come  from  textile  scientists  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

From  a  practical  point  of  view... you  want  a  blanket  that's  warm  and  durable 
and  not  too  heavy. 

The  warmth  of  a  blanket  depends  on  three  things.    The  amount  of  wool  in  it. 
The  nap.    And  the  closeness  of  weave. 

You  can  tell  how  much  wool  there  is  in  a  blanket  simply  by  looking  at  the  la- 
bel. The  more  wool,  the  warmer  the  blanket.  The  label  will  also  tell  you  whether 
the  wool  is  new,  reprocessed  or  reused. 

So  much  for  the  label.    To  know  the  weave  of  the  blanket .. .you' 11  need  to  un- 
fold it  and  hold  it  up  to  the  light.    Is  the  weave  close  and  regular  throughout? 
Or  does  it  appear  to  be  sleasy  and  open  in  places?    For  warmth  and  wecr. . .choose 
the  blanket  with  "a  close  and  even  weave. 

Now  look  at  the  nap.    Napping  helps  to  make  the  household  blanket  warm.  It 
forms  little  air  pockets  to  keep  the  cold  out.    A  thick  nap  is  good.    But  sometimes 
the  fibers  are  napped  so  thickly  that  the  filling  yarns  are  weak. 

Something  else.    Will  the  nap  rub  off.    Try  rubbing  the  blanket  with  the  palm 
of  your  hand.    Does  the  nap  roll  up  and  form  little  balls  of  lint.    If  it  does... 
the  blanket  is  likely  to  be  woven  from  short  wool  fibers.    These  short  fibers  can 
not  be  anchored  firmly  in  the  foundation  of  the  blanket.    So  the  fibers  lose  their 
grip.    They  will  roll  up  into  lint  and  shake  off  when  you  use  the  blanket. 


Check  the  ends  of  the  blanket  to  see  if  it's  cut  the  straight  way  of  the  goods. 
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If  there  are  stripes  or  borders  woven  in  the  blanket  they  will  serve  as  guides. 
Another  way  you  can  tell  is  by  holding  the  blanket  up  to  the  light.    See  if  the 
end  runs  parallel  to  the  filling  threads.    It's  worth  time  to  take  this  simple  pre- 
caution say  the  textile  experts.    The  blanket  that  is  cut  crooked  may  be  finished 
to  look  straight.    But  when  it's  laundered  it  will  return  to  it's  crooked  shape. 
And  it's  almost  impossible  to  straighten  again. 

The  wear  of  a  blanket  depends  on  the  fiber  that's  in  it.    It  also  depends  on 
the  weave  and  nap.    You  can't  tell  how  strong  a  blanket  is  just  by  looking  at  it. 
Nor  can  you  tell  how  well  it  will  wear.    But  if  you  get  it  long  enough... the  blan- 
ket will  give  better  wear.    A  blanket  that's  long  enough  covers  the  body  and  can 
be  tucked  in  at  the  foot  of  the  bed.    One  way  sure  you  may  use  is  the  lenght  and 
depth  of  the  mattress  plus  six  inches  for  tuck  in.    You  may  want  to  allow  even 
«*re  than  six  inches  because  all  blankets  shrink  some  when  they  are  laundered. 
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